
 

 
    
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release: April 27th, 2009 
 
LOCAL TREE CARE COMPANY SPONSORS ARBOR DAY PROGRAM AT 
LONGHOUSE RESERVE IN EAST HAMPTON.  
 
Ray Smith & Associates, Inc. a commercial tree, landscape & plant health care company 
located in Southampton, NY sponsored Arbor Day Activities at LongHouse Reserve in 
East Hampton this past Friday, April 24th. 
 
Rebekah Schulz, Certified Arborist with Ray Smith & Associates led an Arbor Day tour 
and education program for Irene Tully’s fifth Grade class of Springs Public School.  Ms. 
Schulz demonstrated techniques to identify different kinds of trees, how they grow and 
the importance of trees, pollination and how vital bees are.  All students planted Honey 
Locust tree seeds into pots to take home and eventually plant outdoors.  Jackson Dodds, 
Certified Arborist for Ray Smith & Associates put on a demonstration of safe tree 
climbing and pruning techniques that the whole class watched with their full attention.  
To their amazement, he scaled the tree to a height of thirty-five feet.  In addition, Jorge 
Marques, also a Certified Arborist with Ray Smith & Associates planted a Dove Tree 
with the student’s assistance.  The tree was dedicated to Ms. Tully’s 5th grade class with 
a plaque so that these students can come back each year to see how the tree has grown.    
 
Mrs. Tully’s class came prepared with excellent knowledge of trees and her students 
demonstrated great enthusiasm.  They asked many pertinent questions to further their 
knowledge and understanding of the importance of trees.  Arbor Day and Earth Day 
appropriately occurred the same week.  Trees are some of the most important parts of our 
earth, providing us with fruits, nuts and the very air we breathe.  Thanks go out to Matko 
Tomicic, Executive Director of LongHouse Reserve and their education committee for 
their valuable assistance and gracious use of this beautiful resource right here on the east 
end.  
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