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Check out our new website:

www.raysmithassociates.com
The newsletter is published 12
times per year for our valued
clients and guests of Ray
Smith & Associates, Inc.

\ Water Gardens, Fountains, Streams & Ponds.

| Independent Consulting & Reports.

A huge part of our mission has always been education.
We are so excited to launch our new monthly newsletter
and updated website. We plan to provide you information
about the newest outdoor trends and practical advice on
a variety of landscaping topics. We'll keep you up to date
with ecological tips so you can more fully enjoy your own
backyard. It is more important than ever to thoughtfully
decide how best to spend your time and money to protect
the environment and your family’s health. Whether you
are just starting to think about “going green” or have been
into health and the environment for a while, we hope you
find this monthly connection helpful and enjoyable.

Thanks to YOU our business is solid and growing.
Despite the rough times we are up to the challenge, and
committed to continuous improvement. There is no
better compliment we can receive than a positive referral
from a valued client. We are truly grateful for the trust
and confidence that so many of you have expressed. If
you know a friend, neighbor, or family member who may
be considering the services we offer, it would be the
highest compliment to refer them to us. We'll make sure
they get special attention and care.

That we provide all of the following services:
Lawn Mowing, Maintenance and Care.

Pruning, Removals & Stump Grinding.
Landscape Design & Installation Large or Small.

Plant Health Care Including Organic Programs.
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Now is a good time to check the structure of your
trees and larger shrubs. Keep an eye out for
branches that are rubbing against each other orwea  k
junctions that could easily break or snap in high
winds. Plants with these problems will benefit from
corrective pruning.  Look out for damaged or broken
limbs from the past winter. Make plans to pruneno  w
and keep your valued trees healthy and beautiful.




These pests are building up steam on trees and shrubs
right about now. If you see signs of insects or disease on
your valuable landscape plants, control measures should
be taken as soon as possible to prevent major damage
from occurring. Contact us with any issue of concern,
one of our Certified Arborists will inspect the property.
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Our gardens and landscapes are meant to be enjoyed.
However, mosquitoes and other pests can make our
evening anything but enjoyable. Mosquitoes and ticks
are more than just pests anymore. They' are dangerous,
spreading disease. If you like spending time outdoors
and are plagued by this problem, you may be glad to
know that there are some highly effective products.
These include completely organic options that use
botanical oils and food grade ingredients. There is no
need to put up with these annoying and potentially
disease carrying pests.
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Looking to add some quick, cost effective pizzazz to your
landscape? Planting annuals & perennials now can
really add life and color to your landscape. Salvias are
colorful, reliable plants that bloom from early summer up
until first frost. One of the most popular is Red Salvia, it
is a valuable addition to yards and gardens, blooming
generously and needing little care. Red salvia plants
typically grow 1 to 3 feet tall, and will become 12 to 15
inches across as it branches out and matures over the
summer. The foliage is an attractive medium to dark
green. Red salvia flowers are usually bright red but
shades vary from pink to deep purple and grow in
circular clusters around spikes which rise 8 inches or
more above the foliage. An added bonus is that salvia
attract hummingbirds and butterfly's to your yard.

Consider a small water feature for your yard, deck or
patio this year. Small ponds are easy to install and
naturalize, or you might prefer a fountain. There are
hundreds to choose from, something for every taste and
budget, you may be surprised just how affordable. Many
of these features can be installed in only a few days. The
sound of gurgling water will have a relaxing and cooling
effect throughout the upcoming summer! A small, natural
fountain can create a wonderful focal point at your front
entrance, off your patio or be the feature of a garden.
Why not bring a small slice of paradise into your
backyard, and start enjoying it right away.
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Warmer weather signals broadleaf weed seeds that it's
time to start growing. They're tough but can be stopped
from overtaking and ruining your lawn. Broadleaf weeds
are extremely hardy, the dandelion can have roots up to
5'long. Broadleaf weeds must be treated as they're
growing, so controls should be applied now.
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The importance of proper mowing and watering can
never be emphasized enough. Is your blade sharp ? Dull
blades shred the tips of grass plants, making them more
susceptible to diseases. When you mow, mow 3” high.
Taller grass shades the soil to reduce weed germination
and conserve moisture. Never remove more than 1 3 of
the grass blade, this stresses the grass plants and makes
them more prone to disease and insect problems. Water
deeply and less frequently to encourage stronger root
growth. Your lawn needs from 1" to 11 2" of water per
week.
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Fungus spores are present in all lawns, remaining
dormant until conditions are favorable for them to grow.
One fungus disease that’s capable of ruining the health
and good looks of your lawn this time of year is called
dollar spot. If you see circular patches of straw-colored
turf in your lawn this summer, dollar spot may be to
blame. The best way to prevent dollar spot is to make
sure your lawn is properly fertilized and watered.
Fungicides can be used as a means of control, but
should be applied in the earliest stages of disease
development for best results.
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On a single visit to your garden, one deer can feed until
their first of four stomachs is full, approximately 10-12
pounds of plant material. That's a lot of hosta and
daylilies, deer candy as we like to call it. There are ways
to stop this damage from effective repellants to fencing to
replacing with deer resistant plantings.

We would love to hear
from you! Send us your

comments and guestions

for ‘Ask the Expert’. If
you are interested in
assistance with or just
further information on
any topics in this
newsletter please contact

us.
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I've heard people talking about “deadheading”
perennials. What does this mean?
Deadheading refers to removing spent (or faded) flowers
from a plant. Whether you're deadheading a perennial or
an annual, less energy will be used for seed production,
so more blooms can be produced. On average,
perennials bloom for three to four weeks during their
peak season. But they can be encouraged to bloom even
longer through deadheading.
Here are just a few perennial plants that are known to
respond favorably to deadheading:

« Butterflyweed <« Coreopsis ¢ Purple coneflower ¢
Baby’s breath ¢ Rose campion ¢ Salvia « Scabiosa
Lavender  Shasta daisy




